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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Below is the entire set of pending claims pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.121(c)(3)(i), with any 
mark-ups showing the changes made by the present Amendment. 

1. (Currently amended) A w MM fiber mKHwkiii k\ comprising: 

tKM -i v .t-t vo a- ..•...,;.:...[,..:, 1. libers directionally aligned in a plurality of crossing linear formations; and 
-:;-v>-t4- randomly dispersed > t - <. fibers s , h> ^* t 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently amended) A fiber ? o o according to claim 1, wherein the fibers are 
selected from the group consisting of: glass fibers, synthetic polymer fibers, ceramic and 
inorganic fibers, natural fibers, cellulosic fibers, and mixtures of any or all thereof. 

5. (Currently amended) A fiber smimi&lmjok according to claim 1, wherein each of the 
fibers comprises a diameter ranging from about 0.00001 inches to about 0.0300 inches. 
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6. (Currently amended) A fiber m i- iccording to claim 1, wherein each of the 
fibers comprises a length ranging from about 0.10 inches to about 1.5 inches. 

7. (Currently amended) A fiber according to claim 1 , further comprising a 
binder material distributed among the , , i ; - ■ , ••: ■ '■■ - libers ^ 

8. (Currently amended) A fiber H^KH-^lai iu le according to claim 7, wherein the fiber 
nvncnal nfiek comprises about 5-30% binder material by weight. 

9. (Currently amended) A fiber m aierial article according to claim 7,wherein the binder 
material comprises an organic compound. 

10. (Currently amended) A fiber fmrteriakrticle according to claim 9, wherein the organic 
compound is selected from the group consisting of acrylic latex, urea-formaldehyde, SBR latex, 
acrylic emulsions, and mixtures thereof. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A fiber * ^ according to claim 1 , wherein the 

N s < v n. s o about 50% of the total 

thickness of the fiber j-hh-k^ =h i 

12. (Currently amended) A fiber h^k according to claim 1 , wherein the fiber 

has a tear-strength under the Elmendorf Tear Test of about 393g mean tears when 
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the fiber mat e ria l a rticle has a weight of 1.6 lb/sq. and when 15% of the weight of the fiber 
, is binder material. 

13. (Currently amended) A fiber ^--^ according to claim 12, wherein an overall 

thickness of fiber - - . ; o is about 0.035 inches, and 

0.002 to 0.010 inches. 



14. (Presently amended) A v o- ■ : •! fiber *w*\<>+-t-+i\: tl t . comprising: 

«*hhv^-tH-v | ydjibers horizontally dispersed in two or more predetermined directions; and 
a second 



15. (Currently amended) A fiber according to claim 14, wherein the fibers are 

selected from the group consisting of: glass fibers, synthetic polymer fibers, ceramic and 
inorganic fibers, natural fibers, cellulosic fibers, and mixtures of any or all thereof. 



16. (Currently amended) A fiber • •: ' ■ ■. according to claim 14, wherein each of the 
fibers comprises a diameter ranging from about 0.00001 inches to about 0.0300 inches. 
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17. (Currently amended) A fiber tvh*--e according to claim 14, wherein each of the 
fibers comprises a length ranging from about 0.10 inches to about 1.5 inches. 

18. (Currently amended) A fiber -- : -:*h : : , according to claim 14. . > ••:=•:; 

-vk-^- ; *;-;W ; -binding material J • ; I k" ; ; . .■ ! ; h; • . k: . h p.k-.k.ki.' I: [\ r has i_n« ; • 

fiivss iii ih..-:; J;vp-.r-oM ;>rk:u ihv!: ■ , : . v ~^^vpH-•-"r^■^^-^ : ^^^^^'t•-Hr•t>^r^^L 

19. (Currently amended) A fiber »v<Hn-j4a-I; ? r|iek according to claim 18, v.heich: the binding 
m:Hert;d l> :-.n organic >. ojjj£X&M> jM..whcrci n the organic compound is selected from the group 
consisting of acrylic latex, urea-formaldehyde, SBR latex, acrylic emulsions, and mixtures 
thereof. 

20. (Currently amended) A fiber matefiakirticle according to claim 14, wherein the fibers 

\ 4 H»4^."pteaMty -f >f - fi fea-B -are horizontally dispersed in linear 
formations extending in the two or more predetermined directions. 

21. (Currently amended) A fibei 1 according to claim 1, wherein the .llI:-.?^ «>s ik 
, v - - s v N v+>©ss-ef-about 50% of the total thickness of the fiber in u. 

22. (Currently amended) A fiber H^-k according to claim 14, wherein the fiber 
»H4-4fH;irHek has a tear-strength under the Elmendorf Tear Test of about 393g mean tears when 
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the fiber mat e ria l a rticle has a weight of 1.6 lb/sq. and when 15% of the weight of the fiber 
, is binder material. 

23. (Currently amended) A fiber according to claim 22, wherein an overall 
thickness of ijv fibci is about 0.035 inches, and 

; .~,. v ^4 : 4 ^ fa^ 0.002 to 0.010 inches. 

24. (Currently amended) A fiber mat-nwU nek according to claim 14, wherein the fibers «M' 
collectively, beth-horizontallv dispersed to a substantially uniform thickness. 

25. (Currently amended) A fiber mateaalgrticle according to claim 14, wherein the binding 
material comprises about 5% to 30% of a total weight of the fiber «a^«akrticle. 

26-50. (Canceled) 



5 1 . (Currently amended) A fiber article according to claim 1, wherein the dixexLu.'iu.db. 

s an overall thickness substantially 

equal to a thickness of one of the linear formations. 



52. (Currently amended) A fiber material according to claim 20, wherein the w . 

Iikkk£lk^ 
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^ ha\ {{-{{ a substantially uniform overall thickness when dispersed in the two or 

more predetermined directions. 
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